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Launch Law Lecture Series 

Portugal, launch activities and the law 
Magda Cocco, Head of Practice Partner, Vieira de Almeida 

Abstract 

In recent years Portugal has increased its interest in 
space activities including launch services.   As an 
emerging space actor, the potential for Portugal to 
operate a European launch facility presents a number 
of opportunities and risks, but that could change the 
European launch industry.  This lecture will address 
the legal issues relating to Portugal's potential 
for launch operations and launching sites. 

 

Wednesday 24 November 2021 
16h30 – 18h00 CET (Luxembourg Time) 
 
Place 
University of Luxembourg  
Room B001 (Ground floor)  
Bâtiment Weicker  
4, rue Alphonse Weicker L-2721 Luxembourg 
 
Language 
English 
 
Registration  
Registration via Eventbrite: 
https://bit.ly/3qM9Auf 
 
(please indicate your E-mail address when 
registering in order to be able to send you the 
WEBEX link)  

  
Contact 
Laetitia Zarkan: laetitia.zarkan@uni.lu 
 

The Launch Law Lecture Series is part of a 
speaker series funded by a generous 
RESCOM grant by the Luxembourg National 
Research Fund. 
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Biography 
 
Magda Cocco is the Head of Practice of Information, Communication & Technology and head of the 
Aerospace sector at VdA. 
 
She has been involved in various Space sector projects, including negotiating contracts for satellite 
construction and launch and for the installation of ground stations, and assisted Governments relating to 
the definition and drafting of Space-related strategies and legislation. 
 
She has in-depth knowledge and experience in the telecommunication and technology industries across 
several jurisdictions. In this context, she has led multidisciplinary teams in different projects and assisted 
Governments and Regulatory Entities in connection with the definition of regulatory policies and legislative 
drafting.  
 
Magda was nominated for the Financial Times’ Legal Innovator of the Year award, along with the top ten 
most innovative European lawyers, and was appointed Band 1 by Chambers Europe guide in TMT. 
Distinguished with the “Lawyer of the Year in Technology” award in 2017 and recognized as 
“Telecommunication Law” and “Media Law” expert. 
 
She speaks regularly in international conferences and Is a guest lecturer in various European Universities, 
teaching space law, tech law and telecommunications law. Magda is the author and co-author of several 
articles on her fields of expertise.  
 
She is VdA’s representative at the International Astronautic Federation (IAF) and responsible for liaising 
with The Alliance for Affordable Internet (A4AI). 

 


